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Paintings by Montana Native on View at the Missoula Art Museum
Andrea Joyce Heimer: Pastime Includes Detailed, Autobiographical Paintings

MISSOULA, Mont., October 25, 2021

The Missoula Art Museum presents Pastime, a new exhibition of paintings and drawings by Andrea Joyce
Heimer. Heimer was born in Billings, Montana, and lives in Bellingham, Washington. Heimer’s narrative
painting and drawing practice is deeply personal and draws on her childhood in Montana. “She is a
storyteller,” said Brandon Reintjes, senior curator at the Missoula Art Museum. “We were drawn to her work
after reading about her in The New York Times in 2017. Shortly thereafter we visited her studio in Washington
and began planning this exhibition.”

Heimer uses masking to create detailed and collage-like paintings. She created this body of work in early 2021
upon reflecting on memories of her youth. “I made a list of memories from back then, of what exactly | did to
pass the time when there was seemingly nothing to do,” the artist wrote in a statement about the exhibit. “In
hindsight, | can see these pastimes aren't just silly games born from never-ending free time and the absence
of responsibility... | see the list [of memories] for what it is: a string of plotlines just starting, many of which |
continue now.” These memories are borne out through the longer titles of her paintings, which set the scene
for the viewer.

She received an MFA from the New Hampshire Institute of Art and has taught at the Oregon College of Art and
Craft, Emily Carr University of Art and Design, and Western Washington University. Heimer was a 2019
recipient of the Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters & Sculptors Grants, a 2019 Betty Bowen Award finalist, and
a 2018 Neddy Award finalist in painting, a 2015 recipient of the 5790projects Award, and a 2013 Neddy Award
finalist in painting. Her work has been covered in outlets including Art in America, Wall Street Journal, New
York Times, The New Yorker, New American Paintings, and Huffington Post.

Heimer is represented by Nino Mier Gallery in Los Angeles. Her work has been included in international shows
at Almine Rech in Paris, Pinakotheke der Moderne in Munich, and Nino Mier in Brussels. In 2017, Heimer was
one of 55 artists selected to participate in the 15th Istanbul Biennial. She is currently pursuing doctoral studies
on alternative pedagogies and feminization of post-secondary art education.

Pastime is on view at the Missoula Art Museum through January 29, 2022. The artist will be at the museum on
November 5 during First Friday from 5 to 7 p.m. This exhibit is sponsored by Clyde Coffee.

Images:
Andrea Joyce Heimer, When We Grew Restless Us Girls Changed Our Clothes, Cut Our Hair, And

Painted Our Faces Until We Felt Like We Were Somewhere Else, 2021, acrylic and oil pastel on canvas,
30 x 40 inches, copyright the artist.
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Andrea Joyce Heimer, By The Tennis Courts There Was A Fountain To Throw Pennies In To Make
Wishes That Might Come True Or Might Not, 2021, acrylic and oil pastel on canvas, 24 x 24 inches,
copyright the artist.
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About MAM: Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Alliance of Museums since 1987, MAM is emerging as the
leading contemporary art museum in the Intermountain West. MAM is situated on the traditional, ancestral territories of
the Sélis (Salish or “Flathead”) and Qfispé (upper Kalispel or Pend d’Oreille) peoples. MAM is committed to respecting the
indigenous stewards of the land it occupies. Their rich cultures are fundamental to artistic life in Montana and to the work
of MAM. MAM is a fully accessible, free public museum boasting eight exhibition spaces, a library, and an education
center in the heart of Missoula’s historic downtown.
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